Abstract: (7-Hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid methyl ester (1) upon reaction with ethyl bromoacetate furnishes (7-ethoxycarbonylmethoxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid methylester (2), which on treatment with 100% hydrazine hydrate yields (7-hydrazinocarbonylmethoxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid hydrazide (3). The condensation of compound 3 with different aromatic aldehydes afforded a series of [7-(arylidenehydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl]-acetic acid arylidenehydrazide Schiff's bases 4a-k. Cyclo-condensation of compounds 4a-k with 2-mercaptoacetic acid in N,N-dimethylformamide in the presence of anhydrous ZnCl 2 affords N- (2-aryl-4-oxothiazolidin-3-yl)-2-(4-(2-aryl-4-oxothiazolidin-3-ylcarbamoyl)-methyl)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-7-yloxy)-acetamides 5a-k. Structure elucidation of the products has been accomplished on the basis of elemental analysis, IR, 1 H-NMR and 13 C-NMR data.
Introduction
Coumarin (2-oxo-2H-chromene) and its derivatives represent one of the most active classes of heterocyclic compounds, possessing a wide spectrum of biological activities [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] as many of these compounds posses antitumor [1] [2] , antibacterial [3] [4] , antifungal [5] [6] [7] , anticoagulant [8] and antiinflammatory [9] properties. They have also shown to be useful as anti-HIV agents and as CNS active compounds [10] . In addition, these compounds are used as additives to food and cosmetics [11] , dispersed fluorescence and lasers [12] . Coumarins are present in remarkable amounts in plants, although their presence has also been detected in microorganisms and animal sources [10] .
Thiazolidinones are derivatives of thiazolidine and they also constitute an important group of heterocyclic compounds. Thiazolidinones, with a carbonyl group in positions 2,4-or just 4-, have been subject of extensive study in the recent past [13, 14] and literature surveys show that thiazolidin-4-ones are important compounds due to their broad range of biological activities [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] . 4-Thiazolidinones substituted in the 2-position, its derivatives and analogues exhibit unusually high in vitro activity against Mycobacterium tuberculosis [22] . Overviews of their synthesis, properties, reactions and applications have been published [13, 14] .
Thiazolidine compounds are formed by condensation of either aliphatic or aromatic moieties, containing a formyl group (-CHO), with different aminothiols [23] . It should be noted that the thiazolidine ring is the core building unit of penicillin antibiotics. A novel synthesis of thiazolidine-2-thione and thiazolidine-2-one derivatives is described with the iodo-cyclothiocarbamation reaction as the key step for the heterocyclic ring formation. The new method has been applied to the synthesis of thiazolidinones as bioisosteric analog of Linezolid [24] . In recent years several new methods for preparing thiazolidinone derivatives have been reported in the literature [25, 26] .
As part of our aim in search of biologically active heterocyclic compounds with one, two or three coumarin cores and thiazolidinone moieties, we have previously reported the synthesis of some of these compounds [27, 28] . Since 4-thiazolidinones show a wide range of biological activities [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] , we extended our work on the synthesis of novel compounds formed by cyclocondensation from compounds (Schiff's bases) 4a-k and mercaptoacetic acid in N,N-dimethylforamide in the presence of anhydrous ZnCl 2 , to afford N- (2-aryl-4- 
Thiazolidinone coumarin derivatives have been proven to have significant biological activity, like anticonvulsant activity [29] , cytotoxic activity [30] and antioxidant activity [31] . Therefore, our aim in this work was to prepare thiazolidinone derivatives using (7-hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid as starting compound.
Results and Discussion

Synthesis
The synthesis of the target compounds was carried out as outlined in Scheme 1. The starting compound (7-hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid methyl ester (1) was prepared in 92% yield by esterification of (7-hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid [28] . We have previously reported the preparation of (7-ethoxycarbonylmethoxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid methyl ester (2) in 82% yield by direct condensation of 1 with bromoacetic acid ethyl ester [28] . Scheme 1. Synthetic route for thiazolidinones 5a-k.
Hydrazinolysis of 2 with 86% hydrazine hydrate in methanol at room temperature afforded dihydrazide 3 in good yield. The FT-IR spectra of carbohydrazide 3 showed absorption bands in the 3,317 cm -1 (hydrazide NH-NH 2 ), 3,269 cm -1 (aromatic C-H), 1,711 cm -1 (-C=O carbonyl stretching) and 1,621-1,640 cm -1 (-CO-NH-NH 2 groups) regions, respectively. The 1 H-NMR spectrum exhibited a singlet due to the -CO-NH-NH 2 NH proton at δ 9.32 ppm. Methylene protons -CH 2 and -OCH 2 resonated as singlets at 4.23 and 4.85 ppm, respectively.
A new series of compounds 4a-k was prepared similarly to those previously described [28] by refluxing a solution of suitable different aromatic aldehydes and dihydrazide 3 in absolute ethanol for 2 to 4 hours, in a presence of a catalytic amount of glacial acetic acid. The structures of compounds 4a-k were inferred from their analytical and spectral data.
Thus, their IR spectra showed characteristic bands at 3,448-3,278 cm -1 (NH), 1,709 cm -1 , 1,672 cm 
Experimental
General
Melting points were determined on Electrothermal Capillary melting point apparatus and are uncorrected. Thin-layer chromatography was performed with fluorescent silica gel plates HF 254 Merck, which were checked under UV 254 and 365 nm light. The elemental analysis for C, H and N was done on a Perkin-Elmer Analyzer 2440. Infrared spectra (ν max -cm -1 ) were recorded on a Beckmann FT-IR 3303, using KBr disks. C-NMR spectra were recorded on a Varian Gemini at 50 MHz in DMSO-d 6 . Spectra were internally referenced to TMS. Peaks are reported in ppm downfield of TMS.
A mixture of (7-hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid methylester (1, 25 
(7-Hydrazinocarbonylmethoxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid hydrazide (3)
To a solution of methanol (120 mL) and 86% hydrazine hydrate (12 mL) (7-ethoxycarbonylmethoxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid methylester (2, 3.2 g, 0.01 mole) was added, and the mixture was left to stand overnight at 5
• C. The product precipitated and was collected by suction filtration, washed with methanol (petrolether) and recrystallized from dil. acetic acid. M.p.> 300 
General procedure for preparation of (7-(arylidene-hydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid aryilidene-hydrazides 4a-k
A mixture of (7-Hydrazinocarbonylmethoxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid hydrazide (3, 3.06 g, 0.01 mole) and appropriate aromatic aldehyde (Ar/a-k, 0.01 mole) was refluxed in absolute ethanol (30 mL) in the presence of a catalytic amount of glacial acetic for 2 to 4 hours. The reaction mixture was cooled, the solid separated was filtered and recrystallized from methanol to give compounds 4a-k. 
[7-(2-Chlorobenzylidenehydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl]-acetic acid (2-chlorobenzylidene)-hydrazide (4b
[7-(3-Chlorobenzylidene-hydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl]-acetic acid (3-chlorobenzylidene)-hydrazide (4c
[7-(2,5-Dihydroxybenzylidene-hydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl]-acetic acid (2,5-dihydroxybenzylidene)-hydrazide (4f
[7-(4-Hydroxy-3-methoxybenzylidene-hydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4yl]-acetic acid(4-hydroxy-3-methoxybenzylidene)-hydrazide (4g
[7-(4-N,N-Dimethylaminobenzylidene-hydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl]-acetic acid (4-N,N-dimethylaminobenzylidene)-hydrazide (4i). M.p. 207-209
• C, yield 63%; IR: ν max 3,408, 
[7-(2-Hydroxy-5-nitrobenzylidenehydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl]-acetic acid (2-hydroxy-5-nitrobenzylidene)-hydrazide (4j
[2-Oxo-7-(3-phenylallylidenehydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl]-acetic acid (3-phenylallylidene)-hydrazide (4k
General procedure for the preparation of N-(2-aryl-4-oxo-thiazolidin-3-yl)-2-(4-(2-aryl-4-oxothiazolidin-3-ylcarbamoyl)-methyl)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-7-yloxy)-acetamides 5a-k
A mixture of (7-(arylidene-hydrazinocarbonylmethoxy)-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetic acid aryilidenehydrazide 4a-k (0.01 mole) and mercaptoacetic acid (1.82 g, 0.02 mole) in DMF (30 mL) containing a pinch of anhydrous ZnCl 2 was refluxed 6-8 hours. The reaction mixture was cooled and poured onto crushed ice. The solid thus obtained was filtered, washed with water and recrystallized from DMF yielding 5a-k. 
2-{2-Oxo-7-[(4-oxo-2-phenylthiazolidin-3-ylcarbamoyl)-methoxy]-2H-chromen-4-yl}-N-(4-oxo-2-phenylthiazolidin-3-yl)acetamide (5a
N-[2-(2-Chlorophenyl)-4-oxo-thiazolidin-3-yl]-2-(7-{[2-(2-chlorophenyl)-4-oxo-thiazolidin-3-ylcarbamoyl]-methoxy}-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetamide (5b
N-[2-(3-Chlorophenyl)-4-oxo-thiazolidin-3-yl]-2-(7-{[2-(3-chlorophenyl)-4-oxo-thiazolidin-3-ylcarbamoyl]-methoxy}-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetamide (5c
N-[2-(3,4-Dihydroxyphenyl)-4-oxo-thiazolidin-3-yl]-2-(7-{[2-(3,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-4-oxo-thiazolidin-3-ylcarbamoyl]-methoxy}-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetamide (5e
N-[2-(2,5-Dihydroxyphenyl)-4-oxo-thiazolidin-3-yl]-2-(7-{[2-(2,5-dihydroxyphenyl)-4-oxo-thiazolidin-3-ylcarbamoyl]-methoxy}-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)-acetamide (5f
